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Librariamn is Honored by Global Literacy Project
Febmiary 1, 2008

After travelivg bo South Africa o help establish a new
bbrary, Shoril Hills Library Dinechor Arn OF [nnocenzo
LI Echool hars. beein Romoded wakh Ehe "LiDracan of the vear
Eﬁm dupeard” from the Shobal Literacy Project (GLEY, Ing.
Booksiore Thas reon-profit charity organization based in MNew
T el Jersey was Founded 10 Spresd COMminty-hased
Icinty Hofices 1 Be=racy inisaves o Alnca, South Asia, and the
Paiwnis Canbbean. The Honorasle Filole Magubane, South
Lpmra Afncan Corsul General to New vYork, jined GLP in
M%m pricsenting the award e December 2007 Tt i5 given
LT LA Eyery i U0 @ IBFanan demonsiraling courisge,
craafivily, Ardd enerdy In Banging toals of ey i &
large group of prople.

DINNOOENTo’s wolandesr work JurEng the summsss of
2007 was focused on bath & rew Bbrary in
Randfontein—a toan west of Johannesburg—and &
Syslam [hal CalRQonZes Dooks with color-Coding, &
syl thal will ke wsed in future libranes.

A5 an pdditipnal highibght, ©Innecengo created pen
paki. Before the tnp, she asked the Pngny studerds In
inderganer thiugh grade © 1o write [SI0Ers o the
South Adrican Students af the Fuwrbekonm

Sl =most of whom had niver reckved a
fetber—and the liers were accompansd by
probographs of thee Pangng students, The Bther
students wrote back, and the messages continue.

“OniF STudents veire seary SO [ resd e Their
letrers and 10 esthblsh pen pal relalicnships with
students Iving o far away. [t has been 3 great
apportunity ta develog giobal Fearensss in pur
sEuhends ardd t0 disCuss Culbaral, S0onemis, and
geographic frmillantes and deTersnoes,” DlARGoEARS
Sy,

Pingry parent Deenise Vanech, wha traveled fo South
africa as A volurbeer, relates the emobon of watchang
the local children™s exciternent from dscovering books
that might otherwise have been discarded. “Tears
£l D0 TPy syt B [ weartohesd phese Cchifldirem sirting
o Chee Nosor woith Thesir Sough African pesers ﬂ'lwl; the
oy of reading,” she says.

Creerpll, the F'I"'Hjl".' Ppuderls, volurlesrs, and
BlrmanStrators wer e weelodrmed b8 rends by loosl
tepchers, Studentd, and olficasle, and they recsned Sn
n=gdepth lgok 8t South African culhune aind Righory
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Sharing the Magic

By Ann. [ innocenz, Shorr Hills Libwary Disecror |

They gathered aroined & small able
under the intense South African midday
s 10 share & boaf of beead and a jarof
peanut butter. The group of chiklren
with paing in their hair, red clay dire on
vheir fsces, and wick-on colored dots
hanging irom their chothes was exhaust-
ed but never complained about the bong
doys of lugging hewy boxes aceoss the
sty paths and unloading, libeling. and
organizing thousands. of books. These
remarkuble spudents were driven by their
mitsston that had begun mary months
befioee o being botks wid o Wivary i
the children in a ruml community in
South Alrica

In all srarved less than a year ago in
December 2006, when Emma Carver,
Form VY, anad her mother Anne Delamscy
9 mect the repeesenitatives of o Mew
Jersey hased non-profit organization, the
Cilohal Literacy Project (GLP), by chance
while performing community service
for Mothen Againsg Dunk Driving
(MADD). They lenmed that the GLP
wens Fonerededd for the purpose of fstering
community-based literacy initmtives
throughout Africa, South Asia, and the
Caribbean. Emma and her shlings, Chlos
(Foemm L1}, and Sean ard Reeve (Cirade
£), weis Wwpleed by the GILP sissiin srl
decided to stan  book drive for one of
CILP% tmnger shres in Sowth Advica.

Emma ook the idea of a book drive to
her friends and organized o mesting s
her home for students and interested
parents. By Febraary 2007, the Carvers,
Meeraj Shekhar and his parents, and
friends had already collecred 17,000
books tomands their goal of 20,000 a

Packing booda ad Pingry

A worm weloome from the commesaniy ond kel offickals o ife GLP group unfoads contaimss

the two Pingry campuses and declded 1o
open the book drive 1o the surmounding
commienity, Suppon grew as Cheistina
Winech (Foom Wl Boss Millard '07; the
Seeche family; and orher Pingry friends,
teammates, and members of commumities
from scross Morthern Mew Jemey
jodnied the effort. Mat Comand, Pliwry
Headmaser, donaeed thie use of an
unused clozsroam in Martinaville
ort oned pack the books. Mike Vi,
director of facilities, and his st tramns-
porved more than 14 pallets of books
o & warehouse where they were stored
arsd [oger shipped via cargo contnkner

o South Africa.

Cin Febraary 24, 2007 Emma, Chioe, and
Christina onganized more than 100 stu-

| dent vodunteers, inchoding the entire Peer

Lendenship group, to sor, count, and
pack the books under the direction of
E:ull-p mnb:n.'n'r: thhru:’dn-nnu}
and enthusiasm were infectious. Word-of-
mcuth and the publiciey of the February
event further inspired students ar other
schools and churches to run book drives
b the cause. Theoughout MNew ey,
close 1o 53 schoods, churches, snd civie
organizations from five counties got
brvvabved. By the el of May, the shulengs
nearly cripled dheir inirial goal and wem

on b collect more than 57,000 books.
Emough books wene shipped 1o not only
fill vhe mew library bur also wo distribuse
thousands of hooks 1o the schools in
rural areas ouiside of Jhanmeshug.

Tha Bbvary “befors”

I thee Lower School, 1, a5 vhe schosol
librarian, worked directly with my sou-
dents to write pen pal keiterns to give o
the children in South Africa and ook
vy pactures of oy students o present
with the letrers. | also began developing
@ library system for & communiny unda-
miliar with the concept of lending and
botsoaring books sad devised s ool
conbed catalioging system that would also
be used as & moddel for other [ibraries
in South Africa. Soon, the group was
no longer satisfied just to collect and
shilp the books 10 a distant country and
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The proup in ihe aew Thelma Tate Library

decided 1o join the Carvers on their

trip to South Africa in Aagas 2007
build a library to haouse these books.

O Aupast 2, ven miididbe school amd
high school students, Elimbeth Moore
07 amed Boss Milkard 07, Pangry Direcnos
ol Facilitsed Mike Virsi, and [ ;nln-n‘l fomir-
teen vodunteers inchading Dr. Clubayi
anad M. Thomas inom GLEP for the long
flighe to Johannesbarg, South Africa
where we spent more than two weeks
visrting schools end creating o communi-
iy libruiy and lesrning center. Thanks w
the relaticnships GLP had previossly
formed there, we were welcomed by the
teachers, students, church members, and
even |ocal officinls as special geeas and
Friends ond learned fieschand abouit the
South African history and cultare, Our
team worked bng days on the renewation
ol an ohl storage bullding that had s
arused for several years. Owur milssion was
to comvert this building into o libeary to
be wsed by the chilidinen and adults of the
Rondfonizin area. Our team lauled
books from the carpo container o an
old garage where the children and adules
winloed wide-by-side coloe-cading thouw-
sands of bossks wirh stsek-on dots in oeder
to divide them o different categories
and prade bevels ro make it ensier for the

South African children to use their new
library. Children and adults rolled paine
on the building, constructed shelves

o the books, made signs, and finally
shetved 4,000 books wsing the simple,
colored dot system vhat | had divised
Afiey several dogs off woak, we were ey
o openy the library and the bocal chil-
dren pn.lred i amad scooped g vhe
books, later sitving with us on the floor
sharing the magic of reading.

Chnisting Wanech, Formm W unlsadag baala

Mearvwhile, two Pingry perenas and | had
the mre opporounicy o ipend a full day
at the Zuurbekom School working direcs
Iy with the snidents and eeackers on the
Fen Pal Project thar | had stamved in the
sprimgg at the Lower School. For mose of
the studenis, this was the first lemer they
haad ever received and they woote letters
back 1o our Pingry students telling them

of their love for them [even though they
had mever et them), their interest in
spores, anel sboar thelr Families, We
lemrnaed vhst, slthonsghs there are enommos
differences in the lives of our students
and those of the Pumibekom students,
there s still & eore commonality of fami-
by and friendship thag can be shared. We
aldso learmed thet most of the childen
teoem this schoal live in what sre known
as “shangy towns,” enonmous areas Coo-
sisting of one-room cormuganed menal
structunes withanst heat or electricity,
it I:|.‘1.:1,' eut n-nlf e el o oy, ]
have never had the opportuniny o own
of fead a book, bearning o resd only
thiroiggh rote memorization and drilling.

Amad now, less than a year from Emmas
amd Anme’s first encounter with: the

] 5 Llr-n:q.' F"mjﬂ:t. Emma, Christina,
and Chiloe have formed & “GLP Club™

at the Upper Schoold with advisor Pas
Licnett] with the mission of continuing
the work they stared omed sorengnlening
the connections they made in South
Africa N-l:i:rui Chekhar and Sean amd
Reove Carver ane [:hrlnmg b iy e
ame in the Middle School with the help
of Mike Virzi and Janaky Ramaswamey,
ined 1 am contindng the relationship
between the Pingry and Fuurbekom
Schaols I!|1'r\-.1-|.1:|.'h ithie Pen Pal Project

at the Lower Schoal,

I asldition eo the bonds that were forped
betwoon all the participants in our group,
the most indelible image of our journey
i of the day we distriboted vhousands

of books o thoussnds of childen. The
students stood patiently bn perfect lines
by grade: After o long wair, the books
arrived and we gve one 1o each chiki
They thanked and hagged us, and some
even howed. Laver thar afternoon, from
the windows of our bus, we saw clustens
of children churching their precious
opened books, reading as they wilked

iom thie dusty red clay paths alongside

the road, reading as they walked the
loonig erek biome vo thelr shanty fown,

For more informacion on GLP and the
book drrve, visit wewglpine.org, @



